


WHY 
RECOMMENDATIONS  

MATTER

§ Helps admission officers make accurate, fair
assessment

§ Helps admissions committee understand 
if/how student is a good fit

§ Goes beyond data
§ Gives context to evaluate student’s academic 

preparation and academic potential
§ Brings student to life
§ Verify student’s strengths and current 

limitations
§ Insight into character and potential to thrive

§ Build relationships between university and 
your school



Highlights Highlight obstacles the student overcame as it 
pertains to the classroom

Shows Shows student initiative and integrity

Evidence Evidence of leadership student’s display in their 
classroom

Shares Share’s specific stories or memories that 
illustrates/highlights one of the characteristics

Focuses on Focus on the student’s behaviour, character in 
teacher’s class 



Writes different letter (Floodlight vs. Spotlight)

Academic character

What drives you and passionate about

Impact outside of the classroom

Personal qualities

Macro view in settings throughout HS



§Ask in person.
§Follow up with a Maia 

Learning message. 
§Teacher Rec Brag Sheet
§ Counsellor Rec Form


