
The List

Creating a Realistic Plan What makes a good one?



2-3 Likely/Safety Schools: – Your grades and/or test scores typically 
fall above the 75th percentile of admitted students. PGs 4-5+ points above the minimum. 

The school usually accepts more than 75-80% of its applicants. 
You will ‘almost’ certainly gain admission.



4-6 Target/Match Schools: Your grades and/or test scores more closely 
fit the ones of accepted students or at least fall within a realistic range. 

PGs match or 1-3 points above the minimum.

You have a reasonable chance, (typically better than 50-50) for admission. 



2-3 Reach Schools: Your grades and/or test scores are below 
those of the majority of accepted students at these schools. PGs are below the minimum.

It would take something compelling on your application to override those odds.

30% or less are Selective/Very Selective; 
10% or less are Extremely Selective Dream/Unlikely Schools



If the school’s admissions rate is under 30%, it’s 
probably not a true likely/safety (or target) school for 
many applicants, even those with well above average 

(or perfect) scores and other strong factors.

Remember – what category a school falls into is 
relative to your unique statistics, i.e. a target school 

for one student may be a likely/safety school for 
another student



As you know…
No more GPAs

You have access to all your high school grades since G9 (parent’s 
VC portal)

For institutions that use PGs, use them as a guide.

For institutions that publish GPA ranges, use the following 
UNOFFICIAL guide:
7 - 4.3
6 - 4.0
5 - 3.0
4 - 2.0
3 - 1.0 
and 1 or 2 - 0.0

Or if you are predicted a 32, you’re around a 3.1 to 3.4 ish











John Hopkins University





Be realistic. Ask yourself what you 
bring to the table and how that 

compares to the typical applicant that 
applies to X university. 



Other Tools
§ i-studentglobal.com (what to study, 

where to study, student life)

§ iefa.org (scholarships finder)

§ Pre recorded uni rep sessions

§ Individual uni websites

§ Physical guide books

§ (Virtual) campus tours

§ Youtube

§ Tiktok

§ Alumni

§ Maia Learning

§ bigfuture.collegeboard.org (USA 
only)

§ Niche.com (USA satisfaction)

§ ucas.com (UK only)

§ Discoveruni.gov.uk (UK 
satisfaction)

§ education.macleans.ca (Canada)

§ erasmusprogramme.com
(Continental Europe)

§ studyinhongkong.edu.hk/en

§ australianuniversities.com.au

§ studyinjapan.go.jp/en
Check out our university 

counselling website.

http://www.i-studentglobal.com/
http://www.iefa.org/
https://education.macleans.ca/
https://erasmusprogramme.com/
https://www.studyinhongkong.edu.hk/en/
http://australianuniversities.com.au/


Researching
in Maia Learning



Adding 
to your

‘Considering’
list



Never apply to a 
university that 
you would not 
gladly attend if 

offered the choice.

reach/dream

match/target

safety


